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TO THE 


King and Queens 


MOST 


EXCELLENT MAJESTIES. 


I 1s not many Years ſince England ſtood in 
necd of Two Great Salvations, one was from 
our profeſſed Enemies in the Land, and the 
other, and far greater, the open Wickedneſs and 
Ungodlineſs abounding therein. Your Majeſties have 
not only been the Glorious Inſtruments of the firſt, 
but have made ſeveral Pious Attempts and Endea- 
vours towards aDeliverance cf us from the laſt; not 
only by your own vertuous Examples, but alſo by 
commanding theLaws againſt Vice and Immorality 
to be effefually put in Execution : Whereby your 
Majeſties have given a Publick Teſtimony againſt 
that which you know is ſo hatctul to God, and de- 
ſiruſtive to Government ; and that Achan which has 
{o troubled our Iſrael, and interrupted our Foſbua in 
his laudable Enterprizesagainſt the Canaanites and 
the Philiftizves, And if inferiour Magiſtrates or Oftt- 
A 2 cers 


The Epiſile Dedicatory. 


cers have, or do neglect to proſecute your Maje- 
ſties pious Orders, they have a gi-at deal to an- 
{wer for to your Majeſtics, and more ro God, they 
will bring the Guile of others Sins upon themſelves, 
The Deltign of this Paper, is an humble Attempt 
of the like tendency with your Majcſtics, and cn- 
tirely ſubordinate thereunto, and therefore is hum- 
bly profirated at your Royal Feer, both for Acce- 
ptance and Protection, by one who can in Sinceri- 


ty {ublciibe himtclf, 


You M A FJ ES TIES, 


Mo$i} Obedient $ abject 


J 


and Daily Orator, 


To All the 


Peopleot England 


ESPECIALLY 


The Profefled FRIENDS 


OF INE 


Peoteſtant Religion, 18 


AND THE 


PrEsENT GOVERNMENT. 


OT are now, by your Repreſentatives. conſulting and 
endeavouring to raiſe Armies and Navies again#f | 
the Enemies of our Government and Religion, and ih 
all that is dear tous. I need not tell you how great a Burthen 
thoſe Taxes are, which are neceſſary to defend the Government : 
And I caauot but think, every honeſt Man doth earneſtly wiſh 
the preſent Wars may ſpeedily iſſue in a happy Peace for Eng- 
land, and for Cirittendom. But give me leave to tell you, 
when you have doe all you can of thu natare,you have done but 
one half of your Wark,and not the bei? half neither ; there muSF 
be other Armies and Militia rais'd, beſide theje of Fleſh, and 
which mu? animate and ſucceed all the ref, or elſe I doubt we 
ſhall ſcarce reach our Expeftations The great deſign of this 
Paper is to raiſe immediately the Mititia, or Polic of Heaven, 
an 


To all the People of England, 8c. 


an Army of Prayers and Tears, which ſeldom, if ever fail d of 
ſucceſs. Whereas, all other ſorts of Warlike Preparations, 
without theſe, have often done ſo. Give me leave to tell youg 
it is the Work of us-all, and a great Work too, earneſtly to 
befiege, why may I not ( with reverence ) ſay, to ſtorm Hea- 
wen itſelf with our penitent Supplications, before we can com- 
fortably hope to prevail againſt the great Senacherib of Eu- 
rope, the Staff in whoſe hand has fo long been God's Indig- 
nation. If ever we would hope ſucceſsfully to contend with 
Men, we mu$# firf# wreſtle with God himſelf by Prayer, as 
Jacob did, aud in the Courage of a holy Faith, ſay with bim, 
We will not let thee go, except thou bleſs us : And then we 
need not fear all thoſe Eſau's at home or abroad, who either 
wiſh or contrive our Ruine ; tho' they come never ſo well armed 
againff us, God can either change their Minds, or break their 
Arms. Twould fain raiſe up a Spirit of Prayer and'Supplica- 
tion, which ſeems in the generality to be laid aſleep for many. 
Months paſt ; and I doubt not, but the ſerious Reader will 
here fd ficient Motives thereunto, and all forts of Sinners, 


eſpecially the Enemies to the preſent Government, will find 
Arguments enough to convince them of their folly. God Al. 
mighty give his Bleſſing, and grant, that Thouſands ; yea, the 
hole Nation may have cauſe ſhortly to bleſs God for theſe Re- 


-membrances. 
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England's Alarum : 


OR, AN 


Of GO D's moſt Conſiderable 


DISPENSATIONS 


Way of Mercy and Judgment towards this Nation, 
for Fourteen Years laſt paſt, &c. 


Ve 
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Might here ſpeak ſomething of the Great Judgments 
of God upon this Land in the late Civil Wars, and the. 
Deſolation thereby for many Years, when Eng1i/þ- 
men fought againſt Eg/i/h-men , and Proteſtants a» 
gainſt-Proteſtants, to the Ruine of one another, and 
at laſt of the Government itſelf, and to the great Diſhonour 
of God, and Scandal of the very Enemies ot our Religion : 
And then I might conſider, what Effects it hath wrought upon 
the Inhabitants of this Land. Alſo, That Flood ot Impicty 
that broke into the Land, when God was pleafed to reſtore 
the Government upoa its old Foundation ; together, with a 
general hatred and averſion to ſerious Godlineſs ; which, I 
wiſh I could ſay, has not continued among the generality of 
People ever ſince. Allo, I might ſpeak of the dreadiul Pe- 
ſtilence and Fire in London, in the Year 1665, and 1666 ; 


and the Wars at the {ame time, and after, with our Prote- 
ſtant 
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ſtant Neighbours, the Dutch. For all which, I doubt, Eng- 


land hath not been rightly humbled to this day. And when 
God comes to us again in way of Judgment, we have reaſon 
to expect he will viſit for theſe, as well as our Jatter Provo- 
cations ; but becauſe many of theſe are grown out of Memo- 
ry, and freſh Judgments and Mercies are moſt apt to affect 
us, I ſhall begin with ſuch as are ot a latter Date, and not 
above Fourteen Years old. | 
xr. That great Alarm we had in Diſcovery of the Popiſh 
Plot in 1678, where in manifold ways it appeared, that King 
and People, Religion and Property, were by a great Conte- 
deracy of the Papiſts undermined and ready to be fubverted. 

2. When many People were ready to think, either there 
was no extraordinary Plot, or none of any dangerous conle- 
quence, the then King was ſuddenly taken away, and he that 
we have reaſon to believe was the great Motive, it not Pro- 
moter of that Plot, came to be advanc'd to the Head of the 
Government ; I need not tell you, it is freſh in the Memory 
and Minds of all ſerious and conſidering Perfons: How great 
were their fears and perplexities upon hisadvancement to the 
Throne! And it was not long before we were all too ſenſible 
of the Reaſons they had to be lo. 

3. How were we all alarmed at the late great and wop- 
derful Revolution ! Were not we afraid our Land would then 
have become an Aceldema, a. Field of Blood! Anſtead of 
that, how did God turn again our Captivity, and we'be- 
came like them that dream ? And how did God tye up their 
hands, who were making all the haſt they could, ro put an 
Iron Yoke upon our Necks ? How great and icaſonable to the 
whole Body of Diſſenting Proteſtants, was the taking off; or 
ſuſpending thoſe Penal Laws that had been made againſt them, 
whereby they might quictly enjoy their Liberty in worſhip- 
ping God according to their Conſciences. 1 wiſh this Mercy 
be not too much forgotten, and too little improved. 

4- The next great and dreadful Providence was relatin 
to /reland : Did not Ireland cauſe many fad Thoughts of 
Heart, 
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Heart, when our Enemies had almoſt the whole Country in 
tacir Poſlc{lion, except one pocr City ( London-Derry) and 
"yet God in his Infinite Power and Wiſdom ordered matters 
to, that although in all Humane Appearance that City, ar... 
fo the wiole Country muſt be irecoverably loſt ; y<t for 
all the Hardſhips and Famine it endured {o many Months, 
it pleaſed God at laſt to fend Reliet, and to repulie the Ene- 
my trom betore it. 

5. Had we not (TI mean all ſenſible Lovers of our Re- 
ligion and Liberties) fad akings of Heart when there was n9 
other Remedy, but our gracious King (whom God in mer- 
cy long preſerve) mult go over in Perion, and venture his 
Lite ior what 1s fo dear to us. 

6. Were we not in great Perplexities, when about the 
{ame time the great French Fleet appearcd on our Coatts, 
and ours in ſo great an unreadinels to oppol: them, that had 
it not been for a ſuddain turn of the Wind, when they were 
juſt at us (a wondertul merciful Providence) it is potlible 
they might have taken our whole Fleet, but Gou prevented 
It, 

7. At the ſame time when we were in the midft of our 
Fears, and the Canaanites in the Land began to rejoyce, 
yea, andto inſult too, thinking the Day was now their own, 
then did God give us the matt tealonable and welcom News 
of the great Victory obtained at the Boyz in 7reland by our 
Forces under His Majeſty's Command, and the wonderful 
Preſervation of the King's Perſon at the ſame time when he 
was fo near being ſlain by a Shot. 

8. And the Year next after, what Hazards did we run in 
conquering and ſubduing that part of re/and that was yet 
in our Enemy sHands 2 What a great Army had rhey got, 
and ſeveral ſtrong, and as they thought, invincible Forts 
and Garriſons, ſuch as Ballymore, Athlone, Galloway, Limes 
rick, &c. What a dangerous Siege was that of Athlone 2 
And what a bloody and dangerous Battle was the Battle of 
Aghrim ? And how doubtful was the Siege of Limerick 2 

| B Yet 
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Yet after the loſs of a great number of Men by Sickneſs 
and War, it pleaſed God to give us the entire Poſſeſſion of 
that Iſland, while at the ſame time it pleaſed him to deny us 
any Succeſs by Sea, or in Flanders, againſt the Common 
Enemy that Summer. 

9. Whata great Mercy was the Diſcovery and Defeat of 
the Plot contrived &y the Lord Preſton and his Accomplices, 
which ſhould never be forgotten? 

10. How great and ſurprizing, as well as ſeaſonable, was 
our Victory at Sea in May tis preſent Year 1692. over the 
French Fleet | And how did God wondertully order the 
Winds to ſerve us in this'matter ! And how was the intend- 
ed Deſcent of the Enemy upon England hereby prevented 7 
Theſe were two Mercics of the greateſt Magnitude. 

11. The Diſcovery and defeating of the Plot againſt his 
Majeſty's Perſon by French Aſlaſſinates, and the Prelervati- 
on of the King's Perfon in the late Bloody Skirmith with 
the Enemy in Flanders, and his (afe Return to England. 

12. The great Sickneſs and Mortality that lately happen'd 
in ſome of our Plantations in the Weſt Indies that has carried 
away Thouſands. 

13. The late unſeaſonable Rains both here and in all the 
Countreys round about us, threatning to break the whole 
Staff of Bread, and to deſtroy the greateſt part of the 
Fruits of the Earth, which began to fill us with fear of a 
Famine. But how wonderfully did God appear in the very 
nick of time, and has turned our feared Scarcity (compa- 
ratively) into an unexpected Plenty. 

T4. The late great and terrible Earthquake in Famazca, 
which in few Moments 'made ſuch a dreadful Deſtruction of 
Houſes, Goods and Perſons, that it our Hearts were not 
obdurate, had been enough to fill us with a Holy Awe of 
that God, who can make his —_— wonderful ; and tho' 
we are not ſo nearly concerned, yet the two dreadful 
Earthquakes that happened not many Years fince, onein the 


City of Naples, and the other at Smyrna, together with - 
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third we hear lately to have happen'd in the Territories of 
Penice : Theſe, tho' remote, yet ſhould be look'd upon as 
loud Calls to us, whole Sins cry up to Heaven for Venge- 
ance as well as theirs, 

15. But becaule theſe Judgments upon others, remote 
from us, have not affeted us as they ought, therefore 
God is now bringing them home to our own Doors, and 
has already given us a dreadful Memento,to aſſure us,that Sin 
will find us out as it hath done others, and that as his Hand 
is not ſkortned that ke cannot ſave, fo his Arm is not wea- 
ried and tired that he cannot lift it up any more in a way 
of Wrath and [ndignation. He has now done what is ſut- 
ficient to convince us, that We, and all we have lie at his 
mercy every moment, by the late Earthquake that hap- 
pened the 8th of September laſt, in and about Loxdon, and 
in many other diſtant places in England, as well as beyond 
the Seas ; which tho' through Intinite Mercy it did not 
come to Extremity, yet it did for the time caule a general 
Fear and Conſternation : And tho Perſons that are hardened 
in their Sins, and fearleis of Judgment, may now perhaps 
cry out as Agag did juſt betore he was cut in pieces by Sa- 
muel, Surely the bitterneſs of Death w paſt. Yet thoſe who 
have a due dread of God upon their Spirits cannot but 
tremble, leſt all we have yer telr is only a Prologue to a 
more dreadful Tragedy, it a very ſpeedy as well as general 
Repentance do not prevent. There are many curious, and 
I think unprofitable Queſtions ſtarted, what may be the 
natural Cauics of Earthquakes + O how muci better ſhould 
we ſpend our Time and Thoughts {erioully to conftider that 
God is the Eiicicot, and Sin the Procuring Cauie of this 
and all other juUginents and Calamities ! And that true” Re- 
pentance and tarmng to God 1s the only intallible way pre- 
{cribed by God himiclt to prevent or remove them. All 
God's Judgments are terrible, but now fo amazing and de- 
ſtruQtive, as a general Earthquake when it comes to Le cx- 
treme, there is more than, a pollibility of eſcaping Fire, 
C 2 Sword, 
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Sword, Peſlilence and Famine ; and if a Man cannot avoid 
thee Evils, yet they give the gencraiity time belore-hand to 
bethink themſeives, and prepare tor another World ; Lit a 
general and cclolating Earthquake comes on a ſuddain, 
aſtoniſhes the Soul, takes auay the Succours of Reaſon, 
and gives neither time to prepare for another World, nor 
hopes. to eſcape Ruine in this ; carries away a Man, his 
Houſe, Gor os and Pcllerity at once in a moment. O whar 
a cuiſed Evil muſt Sin be, rhat brings torth ſuch a Plague as 
this! Among theſe varicty of Judgments that God threat- 
ned Tfrael with by Moſes in cate of tiieir Diſobedience, of 
whica he gives us a large Catalogue, Dewt. 28. we do not 
find any mention of an Earthquake. But Chriſt tells vs 
there ſhould be Earthquakes, and great Earthquakes in di- 
vers places ; as if thus greateſt J:dgment of all ſhould be 
relerved for the greateſt Sin of all, namely, the Neglect 
and Conteirpt of Chriſt and the Golpel. 

O did Men but Ltclieve that Word and Goſpel they pro- 
fels to bel:eve, I need not here urge Arguments taken ſrom 
Temporal Judgments to peifwade them to repent and turn 
toGod! For if the Word of God be true, andAt Chriſt 
himſelf be truc,all Impenitent Unbelievers ſhall as certainly 
be damned, and go away into everlaſting Puniſhment, as 
that they ſhall dic. God will Caf? Body and Soul into Hel ; 
which is worſe than the greateſt Shock of an Earthquake, 
But becauſe poor wretched Sinners will not give Credit to 
God's Word, he will make them feel his Rod ; and ſeeing 
they will believe nothing but ti;eir carnal Senſes, to convince 
them of their Atheiſm, God will make them feel his Plagues 
even in this World, as well as in the next. Was not this 
late ſhaking of the Earth a gracious, as well as tremendous 
Warning of God to roule us out of that deep Security in- 
to which we are fallen? But what will become of us, if 
we do not take it as a Warning? It is a very dreadiul Re- 
feion to conſider how little, or at leaft to how little pur- 
pole the generality of People were affected with that alarm- 
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ing Providence, and how quickly the Impreſſion of it was 
worn off their Spirits, when it aid not laſt ſo long: as 
Six days, namely, to the next Publik Faft-day, as appear- 
ed too plainly by theſe ſad Proots, in that Miniſters took 
ſo little, and ſome no notice at all of it in their Prayers or 
Sermons that Day ; and moſt People, as at other like times, 
either followed their Callings, or their Recrcations upon 
that very Faſt-day ; and many that then attended the Pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, came with the Pride of all their Orna- 
ments about them, and look'd as unconcern'd as if they 
came rather to a Feaſt than a Faſt, O horrid<tupidity and 
Security.! more to be Gcreaded of all that tear Gov than 
the Earthquake it felt; nor can there be a worfe Sign or 
Prognoſtick of a far worſe Earthquake, or other great 
Judgment yet to come ; for let us not flatter our elves in- 
to a Fools Paradiſe : If leſſer and more gentler Methods 
will aot do, God will viſit with leverer ttrokes. If Rods 
will not amend us, Scorpions may quickly ruine us. And 
this will appear, ho doubt, 'more than probable, when we 
conſider this City and Land is fult of all thoſe Sins and Ag- 
gravations.of Sin which have brought down feartul Judg- 
ments inall Ages and Countreys of the World, Lerus but 
look over the Black Catalogue of Sins in Scripture, again(t 

which God hath denounced and executed teartul Judgments ; 
and if we will be-true to our own Conlciences, w6E muſt 
acknowledge they are all found amongſt us, and that 
perhaps in the higheſt Degree ; and muſt confeſs that our 

Land is full of Sin againſt the Holy One of Iſrael. But you 

may ask, What are tie Sins for which London and England 
are now threatned 2 To which 1 anſaer, All the People &f 
England may be conſidered under Four Ranks; and fo there 

are Sins both common to all, *and peculiar to each ct 

them, 

Firſt, Sach as are openly Profane, and have not ſo much 
as a Form or ſheiv of Religion, tho? they bear the Name of 
Chriſtians. 

Secendlv, 
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Secondly, Such as have only a Form, and no more. 

Thirdly, Such as in the main are fincere Believers and true 
Chriſtians. 

Foarthly, Such as not acknowledging the before-menti- 
oned merciful Warnings and Providences of God towards us, 
nor our preſent nndeſerved Mercies; arc unthankful Murmu- 
rers againſt God, becauſe he has not order'd matters in their 
way ; namely, to eſtabliſh the Proteſtaat Religion by Po- 
pith Governours and Councils, and who are allo ſecret Ene- 
mies to the Government it ſelf, that has been, and ſtill is 
ſo much a Friend even to ſuch evil and unthanktul ones. 

Firſt, Such as are openly profane, and have not ſo much 


.as a formor ſhew of Religion, tho' they bear the Name of 


Chriſtians. What are peculiarly the Sins of ſuch People 
that cry aloud or Vengeance ? Ianſwer, 

1. Their horrid Acheiſm and Contempt of Chriſt and 
the Goſpel, which ſure was never more than in this Age. 
Are there not many that have,out-gone -Pavid's Fool, and 
not only ſay i# their Hearts,; but allo with their Mouths, 
There i no God, Others that {peak very looſely and con- 
temptuouſly of the Holy Scriptures, and of the great Prin- 
ciples of Religion therein contained : No wonder ſuch wan- 
der in Darkneſs, when they reject that which ſhould bg a 
Lanthorn to their Feet, and a Light to their Path: And do 
not {uch deterve ro dic in theiriFolly that reject the Holy 
Scriptures, that ſhould ' make them wiſe unto Salvation ? And 
will not this their wiltul and affected Ignorance juſtifie that 
tevere Sentence of God by the Prophet, They are a People 
without underftanding, therefore he that made them will not 
have mercy on them. 

2. The horrid Murthers that are committed almoſt eve- 
ry Week in one place or other, fo that u may truly be ſaid, 
Blood toucheth Blood. 

3. The frequent open Robberies, and rhat which I think 
is as bad, the Fraud and Injuſtice that 1s daily prattifed by 
ſuch (I wiſh I could ſay only fuch) in matters of Trade 

| and 
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and Dealing. How many have not more ſerved an Apprei- 
tiſhip toa Trade, than to the Art or Myſtery of Lying and 
Deceiving ? Inſomuch that they who can lie moſt ſmoothly, 
are counted the moſt hopetul Traders, and like to thrive in 
the World ; yea, there are not a few, that to cheat more 
eaſily, will confirm their Lies with horrid Oaths and Im- 
precatians. 

4. Was ever Perjurics, vain ſwearing, horrid Imprecati- 
ons and Execrations more common ith London and in Eng- 
land than at this time ; the Streets and Publick Houſes, and 
which is worſe, Private Houſes, daily ring of them. Who 
can number their Names, that aimoſt at every Word can 
callGod to damn them and confound them, and the Devil to 
take them, whole Prayers are too like to be granted 2 Was 
ever falſe Swearing and Falſe Witneſs bearing more common 
in publick Courts of Juſtice and Equity than at this 
day ? 

A That odious Sin of Drunkenneſs. How are all De- 
grees and Sexes Guilty of this fin, which converts Men in- 
ro Bruits, and conſumes Health, Eſtate, Time , Soul and 
Body all together ; and perhaps this one ſin conſumes as 
much Money ina year, as is given for that time to ſupport 
the Government : And how many Families as well as 
Perſons are undone by it. 

6. The fin of Uncleanne(ſs, Adultery and Fornication, 
which are not only commonly, but openly committed, yea, 
and boaſted of ; infomuch that Civil Perſons ean ſcarce go 
quietly along the Streets without being enticed and impor- 
tun'd by ungodly Wretches. 

7. Excels and Pride in Apparel, and vain Faſhions and 
Dreſſes, not only unbecoming Chriſtians, but reaſonable 
Creatures, and which occaſion a vaſt Confumption both of 
Time and Eſtate. And to all theſe fins I might add, the fre- 
quenting of Laſcivious and wanton Stage-Plays, than which 
perhaps nothing more tends to Corruption and Debauchery 
of Manners, as daily Experience too ſadly — - 
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8. The common, but horrid Profanation of the Lord's 
Day, in which I think it may traly be ſaid, more Wick- 
edneſs is committed than in all the days of the Week be- 
ſide. How many Maſters, provided their Servants ſerve 
them duly all the Week-days, ſuffer them to ferve the Devil 
on God's Day if they pleaſe. I might add to all theſe, and 
which looks very black upon us, that notwithſtanding all 
our late Endeavours as well as Expectations of Retormation, 
yet little or nothing has been cfte&ed, fo ſtrongly and deep- 
Iy rooted are theſe Vices in the Nation : Nay, is not Retor- 
mation generally hated and contemaed? And would not any 
interiour Magiſtrate, that ſhould in good earneſt make it his 
buſineſs to put the Laws in Execution againit theſe Vices, 
be eitremed a Buſie-body, and a Diſturber of the Publick 
Peace? And are not there abundance ot People, who fſct 
tniemielves with all:thew Power to keep out of the Govern» 
ment {tuch Magiſtrates as would be d.].gent and zealous in 
a Reformation of Manners, and . would beſpatter tuch with 
odious Terms and Names, and cry them up as Enemies to 
the Government ; yea, to the Church roo, and all becauſe 
they muſt not have their Luſts and Vices controlled , tho' 
never {o notorious and ſcandalous both to Religion and Hu- 
manity it elf. 

Secondly,l come to ſpeak of ſuch as have got out of open 
Protanencſs into a Form of Godlinels, and no more ; they 
have like the Pharilees waſhed (ſome more, ſome leis) the 
out- fide of the Cup and Platter, but they leave the Inſide as 
impure as ever, The Church was never without a Generation 
of thoſe that were pure in their own Eyes, and yet not waſhed 
from their Filthineſs. And it were well it the greateſt part 
of viſible Proieflors, who would ſeem to out-vie others 1 
Holinels, are not tound in this number. I ſpeak not here 
of one Church or Party, but of all Churches, Opinions 
and Parties of Proteſled Chriſtians ; and theſe Perſons, tho' 
they may be free from open Protaneneſs, yet are and may 
be guilty of, and Lve in the habits of many damnable n 
whic 
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which are equally, if not more hateful to God, than groſs 
ſins, It is more eafie to condemn a Phariſaical Formaliſt and 
Hypocrite, than to detect and diſcover him, or to convince 
him of his Sin. The Lord in Mercy help us all; yea, 
ſach as would ſeem to out:go others in Religion, to ex- 
amine what we are, and whether the Characters given of 
Hypocrites and wicked Pharitees in the Goſpel, will not too 
well agree with many of us that hope confidently for Hea- 
ven. Hypocrites may be known, or rather may know 
themſelves by theſe Tokens. 

r. A Hypocrite, tho' ſeemingly never fo ſtrict in Reli- 
gion, was yet never deeply ſenſible of, and throughly hum- 
bled for the Curruption of his Nature, or ſaw his need of 
Chriſt ; and though he proteſles his Name, yet he reſts up- 
on himſelf and his own Performances more than on him for 
Salvation : So did the Phariſces of old, they rejefted Chriſt, 
and the way of Salvation by him. 

2. A Phariſee or formal Profeſſor, as I ſaid before, is for 
waſhing the Outſide, not the Inſide; he had rather ſeem 
and appear holy, than really be fo : This allo did the Pha- 


rifees of old. 


3. A formal Hypocrite ſeeks more to get the good 
Thoughts and Opinion of Men, than of God as our Sa- 
viour, doth particularly inſtance in Alms-giving, Prayer and 
Faſting ; 7e do all to be ſeen of Men. 

4. A Formaliſt uſes Religious Exerciles for wordly Ad- 
vantages : Many Prayers, and long Prayers, may be a 
Pretence that they may devour Widows Houfes, Many 
make a fair ſhew 1n Religion, meerly to advance a Name 
and a Trade. 

5. A Formal Profeſſor for the moſt part is Covetous, and 
the very Alms he ſometimes gives may be a Cloak for his 
Covetouſneſs. It is ſaid, The Phariſees who 1were Covetous 
derided Chrift, when he exhoried them to Cuarity. And 
indeed this is a notable Proof oi: Hypocriſie in many great 
Profeſſors, who arc apparently {wallowed up of this de- 
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teſtabe Vice, which yet they cloak with good Names, ſuch 

as Frugality, and good Husbandry ; 1o that it 15a Miracle if 

ever this Root of all Evil, the Love of Money be rooted 

cut of their Hearts. O how many Thouſands doth the 

Love of the World deſtroy as effectually as open Profane- 
neis! He that is a Friend to the World, is an Enemy to God, 

ſaitiz St. Fames, and calls ſuch Adulterers. A Heart fccret- 
ly coveting, and prevailingly cleaving to the World, kills 
Souls without a noiſe, like White Gunpowder. This is a ſin 
many Profeſſors are eternally ruined by in a time of pub- 
lick Liberty and Proſperity : When the World {miles upon 
them, they are not able to refſt her talle Charms, but tall 
into her Embraces, and ſo are at laſt hugg'd to Death by 
this Harlot. 

6. A Formal Hypocrite 1s one that is a greater Stickler 
for Ceremonies and Traditions of Men in the Worſhip of 
God than for the expreſs Commandments of God : So were 
the Scribes and Phariſees, to whom our Saviour an{wered, 
In vain do you worſhip me, teaching for Dottrines the Com- 
mandments of Men, T know ſeveral perſons who are free 
from ſcandalous fins themſelves, and yct would not be halt 
{o much troubled to {ee their Friends Drunkards, Swearers, 
Sc. (which are expreſs ſins againſt the Law of God) as to 
hear them ſpeak a Word againſt ſome Ceremonies and Tra- 
ditions appoiated by Men, and which themſelves grant 
to have no Intrinſick Moral Good in them, and to be things 
purely indifferent in their own Nature : And thele ignorant 
perſcens will liberally cenſure and condemn all others for 
Schiſmaticks that do not conform to their blind Notions. 
Others there are who lay a great ſtreſs on being of ſuch 
a Party, Church or Sect, whereby they are diſtinguiſhed 
from other Chriſtians, while in the mean time they take lit- 
tle care oi their Converſations, nor to walk according to 
the Obligations they protels to be under : And many luch, 
(God knows) that under ſuc! a Profeſſion will not ſtick to 
detraud and over-reach others in dealing, and without Rea» 
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{on to judge and cenſure others that are not of their Party : 


So that there are Hypocrites both on the Right Hand and 
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Thirdly, 1 come to {peak of the Sins of thoſe that arc 
ſincere Believers, and truly pious as to the main. Scrip- 
ture and Experience tells us, that 'even ſuch may fin, /and 
have ſometimes and in ſome things finned, and that greatly 
as to {ome particular fins, tho' they have not made a trade 
of ſin, as 1impenitent Unbelievers do ; nay, it 1s poſlible 
{uch perſons may be guilty of ſome fins that a wicked 
Man cannot commit, as Spiritual Pride, Luke-warmnels, 
{enſible Decays of Grace, partial and temporary Back-ſli- 
dings, and the like ; and tor want of Holy Watchtulneſs 
and Diligencein a courſe of Holineſs one Believer may com» 
mit more fins than another, and may bring many Spiritual 
and Temporal Judgments upon himiclt in this World ; fuch 
as Spiritual Deſertions or Hidings of God's Face, Terrors 
of Conſcience, outward Lofles and Croſſes wherewith God 
will humble him, and bring him to Repentance: Yea, 
(which is more to my purpoſe at this time) theſe ſins may 
and will help to haſten and pull down publick Judgments 
upon a Chriſtian Nation, ſuch as the taking away the Go» 
{pel in it's outward Diſpenſation by a Publ:ck Miniſtry and 
outward Liberties and Propertics. //rae! of old, and the 
Churches of France of late, have been fad Initances of this 
Truth: Nay, I will add, that in ſome ſence the fins of Be- 
levers admit of greater Aggravations than the ſins of Un- 
believers. As, 

Firft, They in againſt more Light and Knowledge than 
others. 

Secondly, They fin againſt greater Love and Kindneſs than 
others do or can ; and the ſenſible Experience and Manite- 
ſtation of that Luve. 

Thirdly, Again”! |: Grace and Power to reſiſt Sin that 
others arc wholly <<..:tute of, 


C 2 Fourthly, 


OO ORC 
: n 


(14 ) 

Fourthly, Againſt thoſe ſolemn Engagements, Promiſes 
and Reſolutions againſt Sin, whereby they had tyed and 
bound themſelves to God, 

Upon theſe Accounts the Sins of Believers are and may 
be more provoking to God than the Sins of others, and 
more haſten publick Judgments : And therefore this ſhould 
be an Argument to ſuch to look to themſelves, and to 
humble themſelves greatly before God for theſe provoking 
Sins of theirs, that do not only bring down particular 
Temporal Judgments upon themſelves, but upon the whole 
Nation. God has a principal regard to the Demeanour and 
Carriage of his own Children; and none have fo great 
an Influence vpon Publick Judgments or Mercies as they. 
If they are watchful, zealous, devout, and give themlclves 
to Prayer, and other good Duties, they may and do often 
procure Publick Mercies, and the continuance of them, and 
keep off Publick Judgments : Yea, we have Inſtances of a 
very few of ſuch as theſe that have done wonderful things 
this way : Had there been but 7er ſuch Perſons in Sodom, as 
wicked as it was,it had been ſpared longer, as tor the ſake of 
one righteous Lot it had been ſpared ſo long. O the ſignal 
great Bleſſings that a ſingle Moſes, a Joſhua, a Samuel have 
procured to a ſinful People / and the dreadful Judgments 
they have ſtaved off by their earneſt Supplications / Theſe 
are the Chariots of Iſrael and the Horſemen thereof; that is, 
their Piety and Prayers are as much or more ſucceſsful a- 
g4inſt the Churches Enemies than Armies. On the contra- 
ry, it Profeſiors grow looſe, let down their Watch, and be- 
gin to conform to the World, then theſe ceaſe to be ſuc- 
ceſsful Interceſſors for an ungodly Nation, (being under the 
provoking Guilt of Sin themſelves.) And fo God brings 
Judgments upon the Circumciſed and Uncircumciled ; they 
ſin together, and ſhall ſuffer together. How is this verefied 
in France at this day, and it is ons of the worſt Progno- 
ſticks of England's turther Calamities, Never was there a 


greater Contormity to the World in Profeſſors both _—_ 
ers, 
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ſters and People, in them and their Families than at this day. 
Surely we have more cauſe than Paul had to ſay, 47 ſeri 
their own, and not the things of Jeſus Chriſf, Look upon 
thoſe that protels Piety and Imp.cty, and among the gene- 
rality it will be a hard matter to find any difference, except 
a bare Profeſſion ; That Faith, Love, Charity, exact Juſtice, 
Sobriety, Selt-denyal and Temperance in Meat, Drink, Ap- 
parel ; that Heavenly-mindedneſs, that Contempt of the 
World that was ſo eminent in the. Primitive Chriſtians, yea, 
I may fay in the Primitive Proteſtants, is ſcarce now to be 
found : There is indeed abundance of Profeſſion, great Con- 
tentions for Opinions and Parties, but the Power of God- 
lineſs is loſt or dwindled away into an empty lifeleſs For. 
This is the great Original Cauſe and Ground of all God's 
Controverſies with us and our Neighbour Churches, which 
has not been rightly conſidered and laid to Heart by 
us or them to this day : Had it been ſo indeed, ſure we 
ſhould have been art leaſt as diligent in reforming Vice as in 
raiſing Armies. The long expected Work of Reformation 
would have gone on at another rate than it has done. O 
that God would help us to ſee the things that belong to 
our Peace, before we come to feel what it is to Joſe our 
Peace /. 


I come now under the Fourth and Laſt Head, to ſpealc 
of thoſe Perſons, who not acknowledging the before-men- 
tioned wonderful Providences of God towards this Nation, 
eſpecially in the late great Revolution, are unthankful Mur- 
merers againſt God, and Enemies not only to thoſe whonr 
he has been pleaſed to make the Inſtruments thereof, but to 
their own Country : They diſlike the Miercies of God be- 
cauſe he has not ordered matters in their way, namely, to 
preſerve Proteſtant Religion and Property by Popiſh Gover- 
nours and Councils. - 

I ſhall in ſpeaking to this, ſhew what ſort of People 
theſe are, the pretended Reaſons. of their Diſcontents, and 
Unreaſon- 
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Unreaſonableneſs of them, with the true Reaſons for their 
Enmity to the prelent Government. 

t. What ſorr of People theſe generaily are. And here: it 
may reaſonably be demanded, Why I rank this fort of Sin- 
ners by themſelves 2 Will they not come in under ſome of 
thoſe Heads of Sins and Sinners I have mentioned before, 
nzmely, ſuch as are opealy Profane, or pretended1y Religi- 
0u5? Yes, doubtleſs ; for it has, and may be truly obſer- 
ved, that the generality oi thele Murmurers are not only 
weak in their Intelle&uals, but wicked 1n their Morals ; 
and more than a good many of them do not fo much as pre- 
tend Conicience in any other Points, except that relating to 
the Government, and a miſtaken Notion of Paſſive Obedi- 
ence. Therefore as to the generality of thele, I think I 
may affirm of them without being guilty of Uncharitable- 
nels,they may be found and included under the Rank of the 
Proftace or Hypocritical ; tor they who pretend a mighty 
tenderneſs of Conſcience for a miſtaken Duty towards one 
ſingle Perſon, who was and is an Enemy to their Countrey 
and Religion, and can diſp2nce with all other Obligations 
both to God, Religion, and their Country, may very right- 
ly be termed profane Perſons and Hypocrites too, The Rea- 
ſon therefore why I mention theſe Murmurers in a Head 
by themſelves, is not becaulz they are not included already 
under the kinds of Sin before-mentioned, but becauſe they 
are double Enemies to the Government, and to the. Happi- 
neſs of the Nation. But ſome may obje&t, Do you not be- 
lieve there are ſome pious conſcientious Diſlenters from the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment,who a& out of pure D:&ates of Con- 
{cience abſtracted from all ſiniſter Interefls,and that after the 
beſt Information they have,or may have to ſatisfic themlſclves. 
I anſiver, If there are any {uch as theſe, they ought to be 
pitied ; but for my own part, I muſt fay, I am not ac- 
quaiated with one Perſon that now denying Allegiance to 
the preſent Government, I can reckon ot this number ; 
tho' I will not deny but ſome few ſuch there may be, and 
who 
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who are allo regular in tlicir Morals as to other matters , 
and thele are they who may properly be termed Bigots,and 
who are to be dealt with in their Notions as we do with the 
Conſcientious Papiſts as to their Religion, who having by 
Education or otherwile imbibed tale Notion: ud Dotrines 
and ſo miſ-informed their Conſcicnces, be'iuve they cvght 
to hold and contend for the Maſs and T ran{ubllantiation, 25 
others know in tiacir Conſciencs they ought not : And fuch 
Bigots cither to Popery or miſtaken Notions of Govern- 
ment, arc indulged by it fo long, as they live peaccably, 
and do not by plotting or cabailing ſeek to diſturb it ; tor 
it they do, I know no reaſon why the Government {ſhould 
be prejudiced to gratific fuch troublclome Conlciences as 
theſe are. 

All our Murmurers may be ranked under theſe Six Heads, 

r. Suchas in the late Revolution fat (till, and had indeed 
no hand either towards putting down the lateKing, (unlcſs 
by their Non-aſliſtance} or in ſetting up their preſent Ma- 
jelties. 

2. There are others of them, and thoſe not a few, who 
gave their Aſſiſtance by Word and Deed in the late Revo- 
lution , and countenanced the then Prince of Orange's 
coming, but deſigned all this, (as they ſay) only to obtain 
a Free Parliamerit ; and fo (according to a new Notion of 
Paſſive Obedience which they took up for that turn) to 
bring their King James to ſome good Terms, and to tic up 
his Hands a little ; but poor Men, it was never 1n their 
Thoughts (fo dark were their IntelleCtuals) that the Repre- 
ſentative Body of the Nation ſhould make the Prince of 
Orange King. Now the firſt of thele forts, notwithſtanding 
their Boaſting of Loyalty , have ſhown themſelves no 
Friends to the late King ; and the other have maniteſted 
themſelves to be Enemies to the late King, as well as they 
now declare they are Enemies to this: For by their own 
Maxims and Principles, it is as truly Treafon to atllift 
others in pulling down a King, as to pull him down with 
T2ciy 
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*Fheir own Hands : Andrthis is alſo repugnant to their own 
Notion of Paſſive Obedience, And therefore this fort of 
People or wretched Pretenders to Loyalty, are true to no 
King or Government, and are plainly Hypocritical Perſons 
and inconſiſtent with themſelves. But, 

3- There are another ſort of People, that as much as in 
them lay were Enemies, and did oppoſe the then Expediti- 
on of the Prince of Orange, and were mightily troubled 
when he was proclaimed King ; but yet did atterwards (for 
Reaſons beſt (tho' not only) known to themſelves) Swear 
Allegiance to their preſent Majeſties, and yet for all this 
are Murmerers and Repiners, and will conſort and cabal 
with profeſſed Enemies to the Government, Theſe Men 
are apparently Men of no good Conſciences, but jeſt with 
'Oaths, and ( Fanus like) carry two Faces under a Cover, 
and will have two Strings to their Bow, that'if one fail the 
other may hold. 

4. There is another ſort of Murmerers that were Inſtru- 
ments of Arbitrary Government in the late Reigns, and in 
ſome Office or other, and now caſhier'd, becauſe they are 
not fit to be truſted, or cannot fo eaſily get into ſuch Bene- 
ficial Offices again ; or ſuch, who being quite out at Heels 
and Beggars, look for another Revolution.in hopes to ketch 
ſomething by fiſhing in troubled Waters; and theſe pretend 
a great deal of Conſcience for the late King, but with what 
Sincerity I leave the confidering Reader to judge. 

5. Some others allo there may be, who formerly owned 
and contended for an abſolute and unlimited Paſſive Obedi- 
ence, which they are now convinced were inconſiſtent with 
Gur Legal and Limitted Monarchy, but yet think it more 
tor their Reputation to continue in their Errours, than pub. 
lickly to acknowledge their Miſtakes. 

6. Others there are that think the preſent Taxes the 
Wars occaſion to be great Burthens, and fancy if the late 
King had continued, there had been none of theſe, or much 
tis, and theretore they murmur, and are diſcontented at 
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the preſent Government, which yet they would never do, 
if they ſeriouſly conſidered theſe following things : 

1. Nothing 1s more apparent than that our preſent Taxes 
and Burthens were occaſioned by the Mitgovernment of the 
laſt Reigns, wherein if matters had been taken in time, 
there might have been ſuch Meaſures laid, as to have kept 
France to her juſt Bounds and Limits, and thereby have 
wholly prevented the preſent Wars, or at leaſt made them 
more eaſie, and leſs chargeable and dangerous. Theretore 
our preſent Burthens are not to be imputed to this laſt Re- 
volution, 

2. Suppoſe the late King had been now Reigning, he 
muſt either have ſided with France againſt the Contederates, 
or ſtood Neuter, or joyned with the Contederates, as now 
we do. If the firſt of theſe, there muſt have been con- 
liderable Taxes given to help France to conquer our Neigh- 
bours, and then our ſelves at laſt : For it may eaſily be ſeen 
there are no Leagues can bound or limit the French King's 
Ambition, It we had ſtood Neuter, our Fate would have 
been the ſame, and Flanders had doubtlets long before been 
livallowed up by che French. Leviathan. If the laſt, then 
our Caſe had been juſt as now it is, and we muſt have had 
the fame Taxes. 

The plain Caſe of the laſt great Revolution in thort was 
this, The late King had begun, and was further contriving 
and endeavourivg to ſubvert the eſtabliſhed Religion, Laws 
and Proptreies ot the Engliſh Nation, and to in:roduce Po- 
pery and Slavery ; and was confederated with a Prince, 
who was not only an Enemy to them, bur to the Prote- 
ſtant Religion in general ; vea, a publick Fnemy to all his 
Neighbours round about; and thereupon a Foreign State 
and Prince who is the Head of it (that owed no Subjection 
to the late Kiug) knowing that their Ruine, as well as the 
Ruine oft the whole Proteſtant Intereſt, was proje&ted by 
theſe two Princes, and this Foreign Prince by his Princeſs 
be.ng next in Succeſſion to this Crown, and being credibly 
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inform'd that unlawful Arts were uſed to deprive them both 
thereof ; he (as well to aſſert his own Rights and the Rights 
of all Englaad, as tor the Intereſt of the States over whom 
he preſided, and as the chief Head of the Proteſtant Intereſt ; 
yea, I may add, and for the Civil Intereſt of many other 
oppreſſed parts of Chriſtendom) did generouſly venture his 
All to make an Expedition into this Kingdom, and prevail- 
ing therein, the late King thought fit to withiraw his 
Perſon, having loſt his Power, whereby the Throne be- 
came vacant, and {o another Power came in his room, and 
ſuch as was ircely choſen by the Repreſentatives of the 
whole Nation, who are the only Perſons fit to judge and 
determine fo great and important an Afﬀair, as was and is to 
the good liking and Approbation of rhe Majority of the Peo- 
ple, (for no Nation can be well a Day without a Supreme 
Head or Power.) And theſe are now the Powers 1n being, 
to which the Snbjects owe Allegiance. - So that upon the 
whole, *tis plain that the late King's Miſgovernment was the 
Original Cauſe or Occaſion of his Abdication, and all his 
Misfortunes; and it was not the fault of tie People, they 
not being obliged by any Law of God or Man to give him 
any Aſſiſtance in that Work and Bufineis he was going about: 
For it is not lawful for any Man at the Command of the 
greateſt King on Earth, to aſſiſt him in deſtroying the 
Religion, Laws and Liberties of his Native Countrey. And 
the late King believed this, for which cauſe he raiſed a 
ſtanding Army to aflii! bim in his Work, but that failed him 
too. So that the whole Revolution was a gracious as well 
as wiſe and powerful Work of Divine Providence, who has, 
and ever will have a Prerogative cf pulling down one, and 
ſetting up another, when and how he pleaſes. And the Pre- 
ſent Government being to the good liking of the Repre- 
ſentatives and Generality of the People, and ſolemnly en- 
ogaped to conſerve their Religion, Laws and Liberties, and 
actually do ſo, it is « Lawtul Government, and calls for a 
Legal Subjettion, 


And 
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And therefore what Reaſon have any now to plead the 


| Obligation of former Oaths of Allegiance, whicli are ren- 
.dred impracticable to any but ſuch who think it is their 
Duty to embroil and enflave their Native Country. 

- Thus much have I written, which I hope will be fatis- 
» factory to all dil-intereſſed, ſincere and unvigotted Rea- 
. cers,and is {ufficient to convince all our preſent Murmerers, 
# if they will but open their Eyes, and make uſe of their 


Realon, and Jay aſide all Prejudice, Patlion, and Selt-con- 
if cciteancls, 
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i Having now given a brief Account of thofe forts of Sins 
and Sinners which the Nation 1s tull of, and which threaten 

to : 

ra us with all forts of Judgments, as Wars, Earthquakes, Fa- 


S mine, Peſtilence, &c. ſome of which we have already felt 
in part, and do {till teel, Methinks a general Exhortation 
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- will not here be improper to preſs them earneſtly to a ge- 
= . . 

he eral Repentance and Reformation, as ever they would pre- 

TY vent a general Deſtruction. And I would urge this Ad- 

ey vice by two great and weighty Motaves. 

im = ES 

mas |. From a Conſideration of their Souls. 

ye [. Their outward Eſtate and Proſperity in the World, 

the Tp 

By 1. The Soul, which is tlie beſt part of Man, { the Man 

+ _ os ; 

E: of the Man] it the 'Vord of God be true, and Chriſt no 

im | Lyar: Except ye repent, ye ſhall all periſh No Repen- 

w_— tance, no aivation, 

2. Bur it Men are fo icn{ual, they do not, will not re- 

15S, oard the Eternal Concerns of dale Gra Ml LESS = 

nd | 84rd the Eternal Concerns of their Souls, yer there t5 none 

. but with themſelves long Lite, Peace and Proſperity in the 
rC- = x on ; ge mw % « _ 

_ World ; but noiv 2:1n rutines ail thee t2o + Sin brings Vars, 

yon and all other outward Caiamiries, and 1t is in vain to hope 

eel divide Stn and Pun:!:ment. Your [niquities will find you 

wa i tho Sentence againſt evil workers be not ſpzedily exe- 


cated ; yet it will certainly be executed, it lheedy Repen- 
D 2 tance 
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tance prevent not. Tho' God ſuffers long. yet he will nut 
ſuffer always. 

But more particularly I would here apply my felt to all 
thoſe that profeſs themſelves ro be Friends of the preſent 
Government, - of what Opinions, Churches or Parties foc- 
ver. You that profels youu would have the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion fecured and flourith, and would keep your invaluable 
Properties and Liberties, what a ſhame, yea, a double 
Crime will ic be in you to deflroy with your own Hands 
that which you pretend ſo to value ; to pull coun with 
your Sins, what you ſo highly exalt with your Tongues, 
What is this, but to be pretended Friends, and real Ene- 
mies ? Is not Erng/and as well as other Contederate Princes 
now in Conlultation to provide for this enluing Year a- 
gainſt the Common Enemy ? Are not great Taxes neceſſary 
11 order thereunto, to provide Armies and Navies ? Do we 
not yet feel the Weight of them, and would we not gladly 
be eaſed of them > And will net our Succeſſes or Miſcar- 
riages be of the greateſt Importance 2 Do we nor need new 
Salvations and Deliverances 2 And would you have all tu- 
ture Miſcarriages laid at your Door, and be imputed to 
your Impenitency, Wickednels and Careleſneis, Security and 
Luke-warmneſs 2 Shall it be read in Chronicles by our Po- 
ſterity, That the Friends of the Government were the 
cauſe of it's Ruine ? Or do you think you have done all 
your Duty towards it's Preſervation, when you have given 
your Taxes, and raiſed Armies and Navies? No, no ; give 
me leave to te!l you, you have done tut the leaſt part ; it is 
True Faith, Rexentance, Hutfiliation, Prayers and Tears 
that muſt do the Work when all is done. There 1s an ad- 
mirable Paſſage in Exodus 17. When Joſhua fought againſt 
Amalek, Moſes went up into the top of the Hill; and it 
came to paſs when Moſes held up his Hands Iſrael prevailed, 
but when he let down his Hand Amalek prevailed. And 
Aaron and Hur held up hu Hands, till Amalek was there- 
upon ſubdued; If we would have the Amalakites con- 

quered, 
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quered by our Joſhua, the hand of Prayer mult be 
ited up, tupported and continued. A Spirit of Prayer 
and Supplication poured out upon a People, is a more 
certain Sign of Succels than the greateſt Contederacy 
and Armies without it. *Tis Prayer that moves and 
acts theſe In{truments ſucceſsfully, whatever there is 
elle. O chat this one thing were once ſoundly and 
throughly believed and practiied. God would ſoon turn 
his hands again our Enemies, and the haters of the 
Lord ſhould be found Liars. When we want ſucceſs in 
our Attemprs, then there 1s great enquiring into the 
Cauſes ; this was the Cauſe, and the other thing was 
the Cauſe ; here was a crols Accident, and there was an 
unlucky Circumſtance {ell out, and fo Joſpra is blamed, 


when it may be the fault was, that Moſes's hand of 


Prayer was let down. And give me leave to [peak tree- 
ly, I think our want of Succeſs by Land laſt Year muſt 
be laid at this door. Tre was Counſels (ufficient, and 
Power and Inſtruments enough to have obtained: wiar 


- was projected ; but the hand of Prayer began to fall 


and flacken: We were grown {o ſecure and confideat 


-upon our Succels at Sea, that we thought to obtain Vi- 


Rories at Land with little difficulty, as if of neceſſity 
they would even be forc'd upon us; and ſo we began to 
boaſt of, and reſt in an Arm of bleſh, and have ſince 
reap'd the Fruits of it. Bur how tew lay it to heart! 
Is not there a deep Sleep and Security fallen upon the 
generality of the Nation, Miniſters and People; and it 
a Spirit of Prayer and Supplicarion be not {fired up 
and awakened, I dread to think of the Conſequences, 
notwith{landing all our other Preparations. 

Nodoubt but ſhortly- the Picty of the Govnrnment 
will preſcribe and enjoyn Days of Publick Humihation 
as formerly, which probably will be altogetier _— 
anc 
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and negleted by the Enem.es of the Goverament. 
But ſhall any of the protelled Friends of the Govern- 
ment do {o too, or at leaſt, that which is as bad, be 
carelc(s, tormal and remits in the Obſervations of them 
as heretotore the generality of them have been2 Will 
God accept of Mock-Faſts and Humiliations ? Will they 
not rather. bring down Curſings than Bleſſings 2 What 
it our Joſhua, when he is going forth- with the Hoſt, 
ſhould put out his Proclamation, dire&ted to his pro- 
tefled Subje&ts and Friends to the Government, and 
ſhould ſay aſter this manner, © I am now going forth 
* againſt the Common Enemy, and the Lord faves not 
* by many or by tew ; I expect no certain Succels, but 
* according as you my Subjects ſhall be ſerious, and 
* conſtant, and fervent in your Hearty Prayers at the 
* Throne of Grace for me and my Undertakings : And 
* if I can but hear that you are all diligent in tis Work 
* at all times, but eſpecially ga publick Days of Hu- 
* miliation, 1 ſhall not doubt of Succels : And as you 
* love me, or the Proſperity -of our Arms, as you 
* would approve your ſelves my true Subje&s, and 
* true Friends tothe Nation, I charge you to be very 
* {erious in this Work. I fay, ſhould his Majeſty thus 
addreſs himſelf to his Pcople (as indeed in etfe&t he 
doth) whenever he appoints ſuch Days of Humiliation, 
would you tink your felves Friends to him or the Na- 
tion, if on ſuch days you thould be {o much uncon-» 
cerned, as not to appear at the Publick Congregation, 
or follow your Trades and Callings on ſuch {Days ; or 
which isas bad, without any due Concernnent of Spi- 
rit, give your baxe tormal Attendance ar Ciurci, and 
no more, and be as little atteted as the Seats you fit 
on, as has been the manner of moſt People in the late 
Publick Days 2 Will you come. into the 'Congregaticn 
in 
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In the Pride of your Countenances, and in the Pride of 


your Ornaments, as many have done, (I with I could 
tay the molt have not done fo, and that without any 
Reproot or Correftion from their Miniſters.) Is not 
this a ſad Conſideration, that the generality have not 
yet reached io the Faſting and Humiliation of the Hy- 
pocrite > The Prophet 7/azab tells us, as a Man may 
afflitt his Soul, bow down his Head like a Bull ruſh, and 
ſpread Sackcloth and Aſhes under him, and yet keep no ac- 
ceptable Faſt. But alas! how few have attained even to 
this, diſcover neither inward nor outward Tokens of 
Humiliation z When 7/rae/ had ſinned in the matter of 
the Golden Calf, Exod. 23. God tells them by Moſes, 
Te are a fliff-necked People ; I will come up into the midi/t 
of thee in a moment, and conſume thee ; therefore put off 
thy Ornaments from thee, that I may know what to do to 
thee. And the Children of Iſrael ſtript themſerves of 
their Ornaments, And we ſee what was the Conle- 
quence of it, God threatced to deſtroy them in a mo- 
ment ; but yet upon ſtripping themiclves of Ornaments 
in token of inward Sorrow and Repentance, God did 
torbear to execute his Threatned Vengeance, Truly 

God may juſtly ſay of moſt Protefiors in Engl/aud, that 
he doth not know what to do with them; tor notwith- 
ſtanding all Judgments both telt and threatned, they will 
not ſtrip themlelves of their Ornameats, but in ſtead 

of that, are rather enlarging and multiplying their En- 

ſigns of Pride and Vanity, unſuitable for Chriltians at 

all rimes, and much more upon publick Days of Faſting, 

That for my part | muſt-own, that in ſtead of having 

no more Succels in our publick Concerns, I have won- 

dred that we have had fo much, or indeed any at all : 

And I think we have but little reaſonto aſcribe it (even 


Inftrumentally) to ſuch pitiful ſorts of Faſtings and 
Humt- 
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Humiliations as have been obſerved by the moſt. If a 
near Relation die, moſt ( if they can) will put on 
Mourning Apparel, and continue it for a long time, in 
token of their inward Sorrow tor the loſs of a Friend : 
Yea, many will lock themſelves up in a Chamber to 
weep and mourn in ſecret upon {uch an occaſion. Now is 
not this palpable Hypocriſie, that thele very perſons, 
when God ſhall threaten their own Souls and Eſtates, 
and is ready to pour down his Judgments on a whole 
Nation, (which is Ten times greater cauſe of mourn- 
ing than the Death of a particular Relation) ſhall make 
no difference between a Faſt-day and a Feaſt-day as to 
their Attire or Habit, or Concernedneſs of Spirit. O 
that God would awaken Miniſters, that they by prepa- 
ritory Sermons and fervent Exhortations would awaken 
their drowſie Hearers before-hand, that they may be 
ſtirred up to more due Obſcrvations of ſuch Days of 
publick Humiliation, and not think it enough to give 
them a bare Warning that ſuch a day 1s approaching. 
It they would ſhew more Zeal in this matter, it would 
have a greater Inflaence on People. A lively ſerious 
Miniſtry is abſolutefy neceſiary to this Work in a ſpeci- 
al manner, and Miniſters are and may be guilty of the 
Coldneſs and Formality of their People by their own 
Coldneſs and Indifterency in their Work : And if 1 can- 
not prevail for a general Reformation, yet methinks [ 
might for a general Humiliation, upon Falting-days eſpc- 
cially, from all che profeſſed Friends of the Govern- 
ment now God is threatning us ſo ſeverely. And I muſt 
tell you, that a Humiliation that will not ſave your 
Souls, may yet move God to prolong Mercies, and dc- 
fer Judgments. Will it not be a fad Refleftion for any 
that call themſelves Friends to+-the Government and 
Proteſtant Religion, it their Humiliation will not reach 


that 
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that of one of the moſt wicked Men and greateſt Hy- 
pocrites that are recorded in Scripture? And yet 1 
ſhould not thiak my Labour loſt, it I could prevail wit! 
the generality to bring up themſelves to ſuch a Humi- 
liation. Wehave a wonderful [nſtance in Ahab, 1 Kings 
21. 25,26, 27,28, 29. But there was none like unto 
Ahab, that did ſell himſelf to work Wickedneſs in the 
fight of the Lord. And he did wery abominably in 
following Idols — And it came to paſs when he heard thoſe 
words, that he rent his Cloaths, and did put Sackcloth upon 
his Fleſh, and faſted, and lay in Sackcloth, and went ſoftly. 
And the Ward of the Lord came unto Elijah the Tifhbite, 
ſaying, Seeſt thou how Ahab humbleth himſelf before me, 
I will not bring the Evil in his days. Here was one ot 
the vileſt Sinzers that ever was in the World ; and 
God by his Prophet had threatned to bring Evilupon lum 
and his Houſe; and thereupon he talls to a very torma! 
outward Humiliation, (tor it was no more ;) and yer 
even for this God was (o well plealed, that he deterred 
the threatned Judgment during 4had's Lite. Would to 
God I could prevail with you to do as much in the 
work of Humiliation as one of the vileſt Sinners has 
done. Would to God the generality would bur come 
up tothe outward Faſt of the Hypocrite, we might have 
then {ome Hopes that delolating Judgments and Evils 
may at left be put oft during our Days. And would not 
this be wonderful mercy, and not dear bought, though 
we lay in Sackcloth and Aſhes not only once a Monti, 
but once a Week for halt a year together. 

But if I {hould not prevail with the Generality to be 
ſerious and diligent in this Work, ſure I may hope to 
do {o with all the truly Prous and Religious : And I hope 
(notwithſtanding the general Corruption and Wicked- 
nels in the Land) there is ſuch a number of theie, that 
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if they would but diligently and conſtantly in publick 
and private Cry mightily to God under a due Senle of 
their own and the publick Sins and Dangers, we might + 
yet have hopes of the lengthening out of our Tran- 
quility, and diverting feared Judgments. It they will, 
(Moſes like) conſtantly hold up the hand of Prayer, and 
turniſh themſelves with ſuch Conſiderations and Argu- 
ments, which (like Aaron and Zur) may help and ſup- 
port them in thgg-Work, we may hope that our FoſÞua 
ſhall yer revel Garther againſt the Amalekites. God 
forbid that you ſhoyld to your other Sins add this Sin 
againſt the Lord in ceaſing to pray, or in growing but 
cold and tormal in this Work. Many good People are 
apt to complain when Judgments are threatned or in- 
flicted. Alas! how can we expect better, when there is 
{ſo much Wickedneſs and Debauchery in the Nation 2 
Whereas they little conſider that it may be as truly laid 
at another Door, namely, The negle&t of that fervent 
Prayer in themſelves, which might at leaſt have ſtaved 
oft Judgments longer. 

There are two forts of People that are more peculi- 
arly concerned in this Work. 1. All pious Miniſters : 
It is their proper profeſſed Office to pray, and to be Ex- 
amples and Encouragements to others. 2. All pious and 
devout Women ; both which are by the Law exempted 
from giving perſonal Aſſiſtance to the Wars, and for the 
moſt part have more time and leiſure for ſet and ſolemn 
times of Prayer, both publick and private, than others ; 
and herein they may do as much, nay more Service in 
their Cloſets, than others do in the Field. I remember 
one of the Powder Traytors in his Letter to the Lord 
Mounteagle, ( by which the Plot was deteated) has this 
Expreſiion, They ſhall receive a great Blow this Parlia- 
ment, and not know from whom, Bleſſed be God this 

Prophet 
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Prophet was proved a Liar. But [ wiſh at the latter 
ead of this preſent Year it may be faid in Truth con- 
cerning our Enemies, They have received a great Blow, 
and know not who has done it ; namely, by the Prayers of 
devout Chriſtians, which may rightly be termed White 
Gunpowder, which, they ſay, kills without making a 
Noile or Report. Therefore 1 conclude, as ever you 
would groundedly hope for Mercies tor your {elt or the 
Nation. Ply this Oar of Prayer mightily, eſpecially at 
this time, when the Succeſs of all our Publick Councils 
and Determinations doth ſo much depend upon it. 
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